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Act II discussion questions

1. Discuss the irony/significance of Polonius requesting Reynaldo to spy on Laertes.

2. When Ophelia reports Hamlet’s behavior to Polonius, what does Polonius assume is the cause?  What does this assumption reveal about Polonius?

3. Compare/contrast Gertrude and Claudius’s request of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern with the scene between Polonius and Reynaldo.  

4. What does Polonius reveal about himself in telling Gertrude and Claudius about Hamlet’s madness?

5. In the episode between Hamlet and Polonius, how does Hamlet insult both Polonius and Ophelia?  What does he reveal about his mindset?

6. What does the scene between Rosencrantz and Guildenstern and Hamlet reveal about them and about Hamlet’s state of mind?

7. How does the scene enacted by the Players remind Hamlet of his own situation?

8. What does Hamlet ask the Players to do for him?

Answer the following with respect to Hamlet’s 2nd soliloquy, considering the techniques Shakespeare employs to convey meaning:

9. According to Hamlet, how do the actors behave during the staging of their scene from the Trojan War?

10. How does Hamlet contrast his problem with that of the actors?

11. What is Hamlet’s “cue for passion”?

12. How does Hamlet assess his own behavior so far?

13. What should Hamlet have done by now?

14. How does Hamlet feel about his inaction?

15. What is Hamlet’s plan?

