The Glass Castle Questions #2 pages 54-135


Page 54-80

1. What is ironic about the fact that Dad “owed the mine company eleven cents” and that “He thought it was funny and told them to put it on his tab?” (56).

2. Describe the parenting style of Jeannette’s mom and dad.

3. Why does Dad react to the fire the way he does?

4. What is a cathouse?

5. Name two ways in the entire book so far that Mom shows that she likes to “encourage self-sufficiency in all living creatures” (64).

6. Which unspoken rule does Jeannette break?

7. What does Jeannette’s mom do for work?  How does her parenting style compare to her professional style?

8. How does Mom keep her job?

9. What does Jeannette’s mom give her in a sock?

10. Why doesn’t Brian like Ginger?

Page 81- 105
11. Why does the family leave Battle Mountain?

12. What does Jeannette take with her this time?
13. Compare Mom and Grandma Smith.

14. To what is each of Jeannette’s parents addicted??

15. In what context does Jeannette write, “which made me think I had arrived at some kind of oasis”? (94). What is the deeper meaning of this quote?
16.  What might not be right about refusing “to surrender to fear” (103) in this chapter?

17. What was Dad like in church?  Why? 
Page 106-135
18. Why does the family go to the zoo?
19. Who paid for lunch when Jeannette “forgot” her quarter?

20. List 2 ways that Mom and Dad break the law and how they justify each action.
21. What does Jeannette want for her 10th birthday?

22.  “if I had the proper tools” (120).  What are the proper tools to fix this family?
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23. “Life is a drama full of tragedy and comedy…you should learn to enjoy the comic episodes a little more” (129).  Write about this quote in terms of yourself.
24. What does Dad have in common with his family?

25. What is Mom’s focus throughout the story?  
