The Glass Castle Discussion Questions p. 136-188 #3

Page 136-188

1. Why do Jeannette and Brian get put into a special class at Welch Elementary School?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2. Why does Dinitia stop bullying Jeannette?

3. “Situations like these, I realized, were what turned people into hypocrites” (144).  Who is Jeannette calling a hypocrite?  Why?

4. “Everyone has something good about them…you have to find the redeeming quality and love the person for that” (144).  Do you think Jeannette has taken this advice into adulthood?  Explain.

5. Think of a person you hate, or deeply dislike.  Think of one redeeming quality that person possesses.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

6.  “…this is not a house for the faint of heart” (150).  What is this “house” like?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

7. What is symbolic about what happens to the foundation for the Glass Castle?

8.  “Life’s too short to worry about what other people think”  (157).  Comment on this quote both according to the novel and your life.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

9.  How does Jeannette describe her time in California to Ginnie Sue?  What does this tell us about her (Jeannette)?

10. What’s ironic about the last line on page 163?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

11. List 3 of the explanations Jeannette gives for the violence in Welch.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

12.  How do Lori and Jeannette’s taste in books differ?  What does this tell us about each girl?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

13.  How does Jeannette eat lunch in 6th grade?

14.  What does Mom do that emphasizes her selfishness?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

15.  List 3 ways the children are resourceful in this section (pg. 171-179).

16.  How does the family “splurge”?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

17.  Jeannette says,  “I’ve got kites to fly and fish to fry” (181).  Write an idiom that you use or have heard, then write what it means
18. What are Jeannette’s aspirations?  Why do you think she has these dreams?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

19.  How do the children perceive the value of the diamond ring?  How does Jeannette’s mother perceive the value of the ring?  Why is this unusual?

20. Why does Jeannette’s mother say she can’t leave Jeannette’s father?


