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Discussion questions, Part III
Part III (pp. 228-371)

1. What is different about Amir/how does he demonstrate character growth during his journey to Kabul?

2. “Earlier that morning, when I was certain that no one was looking, I did something I had done twenty-six years earlier: I planted a fistful of crumpled money under a mattress” (242).  Why is Amir’s statement significant?  What values has he learned in the period between the two acts?

3. What are some important changes that Amir sees in Kabul after the years of Soviet and Taliban occupation?  Choose two or three from Chapters 20-22 and explain why these are important to our understanding of the story.

4. What does Amir think about while he waits for the Talib to appear?

5. Though he is no longer alive, how is Hassan “present” in the room with Amir, Assef, and Sohrab?

6. How does Amir feel during his encounter with Assef?  Why is his reaction significant?

7. What does Amir learn from Rahim Khan’s letter?

8. Explain the important internal, psychological changes Amir undergoes in the last two chapters of the novel.

9. Does Amir find closure to his quest for redemption?  Explain.  Is the ending optimistic?  Explain why or why not.

10. Overview questions

11. Contemplating the novel as a whole: what is the author’s purpose?

12. According to the author, are there bad people in the world?

13. How has Amir changed by the end of the novel?

Consider the importance of recurring scenes (especially the confrontations), irony, and symbolism throughout the novel (page numbers denote the first mention):

kites (1)


harelips/scars (2)


the orphanage (13)

cancer (14)


pomegranate tree (27)


Sohrab (29)

slingshot (41)


brown corduroy pants (75)

lamb/sacrifice (76)

wrestling bears (12)

