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Discussion questions, Part I

For the following questions, some of which are simply quotations from the novel, react to the characters’ statements by interpreting their meanings and explaining their relevance to the novel as a whole.  You may discuss how a statement becomes increasingly ironic as the novel progresses.  For each quotation or detail from the novel, consider Hosseini’s thematic purpose.
Part I (pp. 1-124)

1. “I became what I am today at the age of twelve, on a frigid overcast day in the winter of 1975” (1).  Why does Amir make such a statement?  What is the theme?

2. Using some details from the novel, describe the relationship between Baba and Amir.

3. Describe the relationship between Amir and Hassan.  What cements this relationship, yet what divides the boys?

4. “‘I see you’ve confused what you’re learning in school with actual education,’ he [Baba] said in his thick voice” (16).  What does he mean?  What constitutes “actual education” for Baba?

5. “‘. . . there is only one sin, only one.  And that is theft’” (17).

“‘When you tell a lie, you steal someone’s right to the truth’” (18).  Do you agree with this definition of sin?  Why or why not?

6. “‘A boy who won’t stand up for himself becomes a man who can’t stand up to anything’” (22).  

7. Describe the relationship between Amir and Rahim Khan.  What role does Rahim fill for Amir?

8. What kind of person is Assef?  Why does Assef taunt Amir?  What point does Hosseini make about human nature? 

9. Why is it so important for Amir to win the kite tournament?

10. Why is Hassan so loyal to Amir?  Where does he derive his courage?

11. “I opened my mouth, almost said something.  Almost.  The rest of my life might have turned out differently if I had.  But I didn’t” (73).  Why does Amir remain silent?

12. “I had one last chance to make a decision.  One final opportunity to decide who I was going to be” (77).  What major idea/theme does the author convey in this situation?

13. Does Hassan know that Amir watched his rape?  Why does he not ask Amir about it?

14. “I finally had what I’d wanted all those years.  Except now that I had it, I felt as empty as this unkempt pool I was dangling my legs into” (85).  What does Amir realize?

15. Why does Amir turn against Hassan?

16. Why does Rahim tell Amir the story of his fiancée?

17. What is Hassan’s last sacrifice for Amir?

18. “‘War doesn’t negate decency.  It demands it, even more than in times of peace’” (115).

