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Assisted Suicide

I.  Thesis: Assisted suicide, an issue that is debated 
among medical professionals, should be legal in all states in order for terminally ill patients to humanely ease their suffering, and have the freedom of choice to control their own bodies.
II. Assisted suicide is a controversial topic all over the world, but there are some basic tenets of what this term really means.    

A. “Patients in a persistent vegetative state (PVS) who, because of severe brain damage, are not conscious and cannot ingest food or water naturally” (“Allowing to Die II”).  
B. “Physicians help those in a vegetative state to end their lives with dignity” (Smith).
C. Society should be concerned with this issue because some countries are already allowing this practice and if it is not regulated, it could get out of control.

III. One of the reasons assisted suicide should be allowed is because older people, when they are terminally ill, suffer needlessly.    

A. “The freedom to finish one's life when and how one chooses is, it seems to me, about as important as any freedom” (Smith).

B. “We believe that we have a major responsibility for ensuring that it becomes legally possible for all competent adults, suffering severe and enduring distress, to receive medical help to die.  This belief is essential to individuals having the constitutional right to do what they will with their own bodies” (Smith). block quote
IV. The second reason assisted suicide should be allowed is because each individual should have the freedom to choose what they do with their own bodies. 
A. “Most people haven't yet made the money connection between assisted suicide and the increasing strains on health-care budgets” (“Allowing to Die II”).
B. “With assisted suicides costing such little money, what ‘treatment’ could be more cost effective than assisted suicide?” (Emmanuel). 

V.  Several solutions to this issue could be implemented, if the legislatures and physicians are willing to compromise, and if a solid definition could be decided on.

A. “The European Court of Human Rights issued a ruling in another assisted-suicide case, the facts of which seem to have great bearing on whether assisted suicide is or is not a medical act” (Emmanuel).

B. A second solution to the assisted suicide controversy would be to have all the legislators from all the states define the term and determine who should be allowed to request and be granted a physician’s assisted suicide (Haber).
VI. Conclusion:  Summarize (What was determined?  How does the future look on this topic?  This should be all commentary.)


If you have an author, the citation is only the last name of the author.


If you don’t have an author, the citation is the first three words of the title, with quotes and ellipses.  (“The Right to…”).


If you have more than one author, use only the 1st last name listed alphabetically.


If you have the same author but are citing two articles by that author, use the last name, and then the beginning of the title.  (Smith “Assisted Suicide is…”).  or (Smith “Killing Yourself is…”).








