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whsnovak.weebly.com
lora.novak@sbcglobal.net
Welcome to English 12AP.  The AP course in English Literature and Composition is a course emphasizing the development of skills in critical reading and in writing about literature and related ideas.  It is designed for students who are capable of doing college-level work in English while they are in secondary school and who are willing to devote the energy necessary to complete a course more rigorous and demanding than other high-school English courses designed for the college-bound student. 

One of the course goals is to enable students to demonstrate their achievement in college-level work by taking the AP exam in English Literature and Composition, administered by the Educational Testing Service for the College Board in May of each school year.  All students are strongly encouraged to take the AP English Literature and Composition exam.  Students can receive college credit if they score a 3, 4, or 5 on the test.  Each college or university varies in the amount of credit it gives.  Students should consult the admission catalogues of those schools to which they will apply.

The class is structured to help students prepare for the AP test:

1. students will read and study literature for background knowledge and information;

2. students will improve their skills in literary analysis;

3. students will improve their skills in composition;

4. students will evaluate their own writing as well as the written work of peers and literary critics.

Another important goal of the course is to enable students to refine the reading and writing skills important for success—not only in college—but in the professional world.  It is my sincere hope that students will cultivate habits of reading, writing, and thinking that characterize life-long learning and enjoyment.  Students who have similar personal goals will find the class interesting and beneficial.

Grading Policy

Grades will be assigned based on the following:

Classwork/discussion questions
10%

Exams/reading quizzes
45% 

Writing
45%

All assignments will be scored using points and factored into weighted averages as given above.  Referral, quarter, and semester letter grades will be assigned according to the traditional grading scale (97-100 is an A+, 93-96 is an A, 90-92 is an A-, 87-89 is a B+, etc.). 

Please note that the classwork category includes points accrued throughout the semester; these cannot be made up.  These points may include discussion points, group activities, etc.  Excessive tardies, coming to class unprepared, and using a cell phone during class will impact your classwork grade.  Sleeping in class will result in a loss of classwork points and a less than satisfactory citizenship grade on your report card.

All students must maintain a B- by the first quarter and at all subsequent grading periods to remain in 12AP.  Students not maintaining a B- by the grading periods indicated may be moved to a CP class.  Please be aware that changing levels/classes depends on space availability in other classes across the curriculum and may require switching the order and teachers of your classes. 
Works Studied

The Stranger

by Albert Camus


ISBN:  978-0-679-72020-1
Candide

by Voltaire



ISBN:  978-0-14-044004-1


Hamlet


by William Shakespeare

ISBN:  074347712X
Pride and Prejudice
by Jane Austen


ISBN:  0553213105


Heart of Darkness
by Joseph Conrad


ISBN:  0393926361


Catch-22

by Joseph Heller


ISBN:  0684833395


The Kite Runner
by Khaled Hosseini


ISBN:  1594480003 or 
1594480001
Attendance Policy

Absences will severely affect not only your grade but also your preparedness for the AP exam.  On that rare occasion when you must be absent, you are responsible for missed work or assignments.  Check my website.  If you must be absent for any part of the school day that includes your English period, you are expected to stop by my room to turn in any homework that is due and to pick up any handouts and reading assignments.  Allowable make-up work must be completed within the time specified by school guidelines.  Please note that make-up exams and essays are different and frequently more challenging.  No credit will be given for work if a student is tardy, has an unexcused absence, or is truant.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify me that an absence has been cleared, so I may enter make-up points.  All essays and assignments must be turned in by the due date to receive full credit, even for an excused absence.  If you wish to be a camp counselor for Outdoor Ed, you must schedule the engagement AFTER the AP exam.

District Attendance Policy
Legally Excused Absences (CCR Title 5, Sec. 420) The only legally excused absences are for a) illness; b) quarantine imposed by a public health officer; c) medical, dental, optometric, or chiropractic services; c) funeral services of a member of the pupil's immediate family; d) for justifiable reasons when requested in writing and approved by the principal, e) spending time with immediate active military family members (See E.C. 46014 and 48205 (Excused Absences). The school must receive appropriate verification (e.g. written note, doctor’s note, telephone call) of an absence by the end of the third day (72 hours) after the student returns for it to be considered excused. Otherwise, the absence will be recorded as truant. All other absences require prior written permission from the principal or designee. If permission is not obtained, then the absence will be recorded as truant. Students at the high school level will be dropped from a class in which they have had 18 days of absence (regular schedule) or 9 days of absence (block schedule) regardless of the reason or grade level. Absences for vacation purposes are not excused and will be recorded as truancies.

Procedures for Absences Due to Illness (E.C. 45194) Verification of absences shall be made in accordance with any reasonable method that establishes that the pupil was actually ill. Thus, for students who have been reported as ill on more than nine (9) days or 5% of the accumulated days of school enrolled, parents may be required by the school to file a doctor’s note verifying that the student was too ill to attend school on those days reported. If the requested report is not filed by the parent, then any additional days beyond nine (9) of illness will be recorded as truancies. Once the student has been absent fourteen (14) days for illness, any further absences for illness shall be verified by a physician. If the requested physician’s report is not filed by the parent, then any additional days of illness beyond the 14 shall be recorded as truancies.

CVUSD Discipline Policies and Procedures: http://www.conejousd.org/Portals/0/Departments/Instructional%20Services/Documents/Discipline%20Book.pdf
Electronics Policy

Electronic devices of any kind are strictly prohibited during class unless I give you express permission.  After I take roll each day, you are required to turn in your cell phone.  You may collect your cell phone at the end of the period.  If you are found with a cell phone on your body/in your backpack/in the general vicinity of your person (even if it’s off) during a test/quiz, you will get a zero on the assignment and a cheating referral.  If you are found with a cell phone at any other point, I will write a referral for distracting behavior.  Using a cell phone in your possession is interfering with your learning or is a distraction to others.  I will not allow this impediment to learning.
Academic Integrity

Students shall not misrepresent examination materials, writing, research assignments, or homework as their own when they are, in fact, the work of someone else.  If such cheating occurs, an automatic zero will replace any score, and the student will leave the class with a referral.  A second violation of this rule will result in removal from the class with a failing grade.  Remember that aiding a cheater is cheating.  During testing, you must cover your answers and keep your eyes on your own test.
Academic Honesty (Bd. Pol. 5131.9)
Definition: Academic Dishonesty is a deliberate attempt to disrupt the learning process by misrepresenting another’s work as one’s own.  Dishonesty during tests or classwork includes unauthorized communicating; copying materials or allowing another student to copy; using prohibited notes or devices; obtaining prior knowledge of test content; and/or removing or distributing all or part of any test.  Copying another person’s assignment, providing homework/classwork for another student to replicate, plagiarizing or submitting a paper or project which is not one’s own work, and submitting falsified information for grading purposes are also examples of dishonesty.
Consequences:
First Infraction

· The teacher will conference with the student and record a zero for that assignment.

· Within five school days, the teacher will notify the parent and send a referral to the appropriate administrator noting the infraction.

· The student will be placed on contract with the understanding that a second infraction in the same or any other class will result in the student’s removal from the course in which the second infraction occurred.  The contract will remain in effect for two years from the date of infraction.

Second Infraction

· The teacher will send a referral to the appropriate administrator noting the infraction.

· Within five school days, the parent will be notified, and the student will be removed from the course and placed in a Study Hall with a failing grade for the semester.
Turnitin.com

For process papers, students must submit the same paper to Turnitin.com that they turn into class.  Students who fail to turn their papers into Turnitin.com will receive a zero on the assignment.

Student Responsibilities
By enrolling in the 12AP program, you are making a commitment to attend each class meeting unless prevented by serious illness or unavoidable, unanticipated emergency.  You also accept the obligation (to your peers in the class as well as to yourself) to read each assignment carefully and to come to class prepared to discuss the material.  Come prepared with your English notebook, assigned texts, materials, handouts, pens, a positive attitude, and an openness to learning.  The success of this class depends on lively class discussions; therefore, your involvement is critical.  The burden of learning is where it belongs—on you.  Be an active learner—every day.  Our AP English class is more than a class; it’s a community of scholars.
