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Discussion questions

1. “Maman died today.”

What does this statement reveal about Meursault?  (Style analysis, please.)

2. Meursault says, “’It’s not my fault” a couple of times in the novella (to his boss at the beginning, later to Marie).  Why does he make this statement?

3. Name and analyze some key instances of Meursault’s insensitivity during his mother’s funeral and the events leading up to it.

4. Why does Marie seem startled when Meursault tells her that his mother died yesterday?

5. Why doesn’t Meursault like Sundays?

6. What is the significance of Salamano and his dog?

7. Does Meursault love Marie?  What is the basis of his relationship with her?

8. Why does Meursault turn down an offer of advancement at his job?  What does this action reveal about his character?

9. How does Meursault respond to Marie’s marriage proposal?  What does his answer reveal about his character?

10. Describe the effect of the sun on Meursault’s behavior at the beach?  How might the oppressive weather have affected Meursault’s behavior at his mother’s funeral?

11. “I realized that you could either shoot or not shoot.”

Identify the allusion.  What is the significance of this statement?

12. “To stay or to go, it amounted to the same thing.”

What does Meursault mean?  Contrast this statement with the one in #11.

13. What is Meursault thinking about when he returns to the beach?

14. What does Meursault realize immediately after the murder?

15. Why does Camus divide the novella into two parts?

16. How does Meursault initially view his interrogation?

17. What aspects of Meursault’s personal life affect how society views him?

18. In what way is Meursault’s relationship with his Maman “’not enough’”?

19. Why does Meursault’s refusal to believe in God upset the examining magistrate?

20. How does Meursault feel about his crime?

21. How does Meursault adapt to life in prison?

22. What aspects of life does Meursault miss while incarcerated?

23. How does Meursault’s trial begin?  (In short, what are some of the first points leveled against him?)

24. When does Meursault first realize that he is guilty?  Why is the timing significant?

25. How does the prosecutor’s statement concerning Marie’s testimony summarize Meursault’s true crime?

26. Why is Meursault’s lack of remorse significant?

27. According to the prosecutor, why is Meursault a danger to society?

28. According to Meursault, why did he kill the Arab?

29. Why does Meursault refuse to see the chaplain?

30. How does Meursault reveal a more nihilistic approach to life (as opposed to existential)?

31. Why is Meursault so hostile to religion?

32. Why does Meursault feel that “nobody had the right to cry over Maman”?

33. Why does Meursault hope for “a large crowd of spectators the day of (his) execution and that they greet (him) with cries of hate”?

34. Hamlet says, “There is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so” (2.2.268-70).   He also says, “There is a special providence in the fall of a sparrow” (5.2.233-34).  Which of the two statements would Meursault agree with and why?

35. What is the basis of Meursault’s life?

36. How/why is the violence of the story important?

