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Discussion questions

1.
At the beginning of the play, why have the citizens come to Oedipus?

2.
What steps has Oedipus already taken to help his city?

3.
What mistake does Oedipus make with respect to hearing Creon's pronouncement?

4.
What must Oedipus do to restore order in his kingdom?

5.
What mistake does Oedipus make in resolving to discover Laius's murderer?

6.
Contrast the tone of Oedipus's initial greeting of Teiresias with his tone at Teiresias's exit.

7.
What finally prompts Teiresias to speak?

8.
What does Teiresias tell Oedipus?  What is his specific prohecy?

9.
What does Oedipus's accusation against Creon reveal about Oedipus?

10.
How, specifically, does Creon discount the charge that he wants the throne of Oedipus?

11.
What detail about the spot where Laius was murdered most frightens Oedipus?

12.
What detail gives Oedipus hope that he is not the murderer of Laius?

13.
What comforting and disturbing information does the messenger from Corinth reveal?

14.
Why does Jocasta discount the power of prophecy to Oedipus?

15.
What specific evidence does the messenger give Oedipus?  (Hint:  What physical, very-personal detail about Oedipus does the messenger reveal?)

16.
Why does Oedipus think Jocasta wants to conceal the truth surrounding his birth?

17.
How does the queen die?

18.
How and why does Oedipus blind himself?  What is the significance behind Oedipus's blinding of himself?

19.
What does Oedipus ask of Creon?  (name four tasks)

Overview questions

20.
In what ways does Creon function as a foil to Oedipus?

21.
How does dramatic irony function in the play?

22.
According to modern and ancient audiences, what are some of Oedipus's most admirable traits?

23.
What aspect of Oedipus's life would the Greeks have looked down upon?

24.
What tragic flaws (if any) does Oedipus possess?

25.
Does Sophocles want us to view Oedipus as heroic or as a suffering, tragic figure?

