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Act V discussion questions

a) Consider the Gravedigger’s scene (5.1.1-223).

b) Why is Hamlet unsettled by the Gravedigger’s singing?

c) What does Hamlet realize while he ponders the skull of Yorick?

d) What is the significance of this scene?

e) Consider the scene of Ophelia’s burial (5.1.224-319).

f) What does Hamlet observe about the funeral procession before he knows the identity of the person to be buried?

g) What feelings do Laertes, Gertrude, and Hamlet reveal about Ophelia?

h) How does Hamlet feel about Laertes?

i) Consider Hamlet’s conversation with Horatio (5.2.1-90).

j) What role does he assign to heaven in the lives of individuals?

k) Why doesn’t Hamlet feel remorse for arranging the deaths of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

l) What comment does Horatio make about Claudius?

m) How does Hamlet summarize all the wrongs that Claudius has done him?

2. What conclusion does Hamlet reach about the nature of death right before the sword-fighting scene?

3. How is Laertes a foil to Hamlet?

4. When does Laertes realize that he has been used by Claudius?  How does he assess his own death?

5. How does Claudius die?  How is his death fitting?

6. What is Hamlet’s dying request of Horatio?

7. How/why does Fortinbras gain the kingdom of Denmark at the end of the play?

8. Consider the significance of the play’s last line.  How does it contrast with the opening line?

