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Act I discussion questions

1. Why do Marcellus and Barnardo ask Horatio to “watch the minutes of this night . . .” with them (1.1.32)?

2. What is the ghost of King Hamlet wearing, and why is his attire significant?

3. Examine the details and style of Claudius’s speech in scene two.  How does he a) address the issue of his brother’s death, b) his marriage to Gertrude, c) the situation with young Fortinbras, and d) the request from Laertes?

4. Examine the style of Hamlet’s first lines in the play (1.2.67,69,76).  What does his speech reveal about his character, thoughts, and feelings?

a) How do Claudius and Gertrude interpret Hamlet’s behavior?  What advice do they give him?

5. Examine the details and style of Hamlet’s first soliloquy (1.2.133-164).

a) What does Hamlet contemplate at the beginning of his soliloquy?

b) How does he characterize the state of Denmark?

c) How does he view his mother’s decision to marry Claudius?

d) What is his opinion of his mother and, by extension, all women?

6. What differences does he observe between his father and his uncle?

7. What is the relationship between Hamlet and Horatio?

8. How does Hamlet react to the news of the ghost?

a) Examine the advice (style and content) Laertes gives his sister in 1.3.6-48.

b) How does Laertes characterize Hamlet’s relationship with his sister?

9. What specific advice (name three things) does he give her?

10. What advice does Polonius give Laertes?

11. How does the advice from Polonius (Ophelia’s father) differ from that of her brother?  Examine the details, tone, and imagery (1.3.124-144).

12. How does Hamlet react when he sees the ghost of his father?

13. What four tasks does the ghost assign Hamlet?

14. How does the ghost explain his death?

15. What promise does Hamlet extract from Horatio and the others?

