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Act III discussion questions

1. What is the first indication that Claudius gives of his guilt?  How is he a “painted” thing?

2. Examine Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” soliloquy (3.1.64-98).

a) What is Hamlet contemplating?

b) What does Hamlet liken death to?  What is the effect of this comparison?

c) What keeps Hamlet from committing suicide?

d) Examine Hamlet’s confrontation of Ophelia (3.1.99-152).

e) Why does Ophelia return Hamlet’s “remembrances”?

f) What does Hamlet say on the subject of Ophelia’s “beauty” versus her “honesty” (3.1.117-125)?

3. Why does Hamlet say, “Get thee to a nunnery” (3.1.131)?

4. Why does Hamlet ask Ophelia, “Where’s your father?” (3.1.141)?

a) What general conclusions does Hamlet reach on the nature of women?

5. Why does Claudius want to send Hamlet to England?

6. Why does Hamlet value Horatio’s friendship?

7. How does Hamlet insult his mother, his uncle, and Ophelia at the performance of the play?

8. What does Hamlet accuse Rosencrantz and Guildenstern of doing to him?  (Note extended metaphor.)

a) Examine Claudius’s soliloquy (3.3.40-76).

b) What does he admit?  (Note biblical allusion.)

c)  Why can’t be pray?

9. Why doesn’t Hamlet seize the opportunity to kill Claudius?

10. How/why does Hamlet kill Polonius?

11. What does Hamlet accuse Gertrude of in the closet scene?

12. Why does the Ghost appear during the closet scene?

13. What instructions does Hamlet give Gertrude?

