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Glass Castle Discussion Questions Pages 189-288 (end)  #4
1. Why does Jeannette say, “I’d never felt cleaner” (192)?  How could she mean this metaphorically?

2. What does the painting symbolize?

3. Why is Dinitia arrested?  What do you think was her motive for this crime?

4. What is Jeannette insecure about and what does she decide to do?  How does her Dad react?
5. What does Jeannette mean when she writes, “I began to feel like I was getting the whole story for the first time, that I was being handed the missing pieces to the puzzle, and the world was making a little more sense” (205)?

6. How do Lori and Jeannette’s opinions of Mom differ?

7. Where is Jeannette’s first real job, how old is she, and how much is she going to earn?
8. What is ironic about Mom saying, “It’s time I did something for myself” (218).
9. How can New York City be compared to the Glass Castle?
10. Who is Elvis?  What does Elvis represent?

11. What does Jeannette’s job as a news editor allow her to do?

12. Who says “it’s not fair” (237) and why is this significant?

13. Why do you think Dad pulls out the plans for the Glass Castle?  What is Jeannette’s response?
14. What does Jeannette give Maureen?  Why?

15. Who takes Jeannette to the bus station and what does this say about each parent?

New York City

16. What does Jeannette mean when she writes, “I hoped when New Yorkers look at me, they would see whatever it was that Dad saw” (245)?

17. Explain how and why Jeannette gets a job so quickly.
18. Who changes Jeannette’s mind about college?

19. Who is left in Welch at this point in the book (pg. 251)?
Page 252-279
20. What does Dad reconsider in his time in the hospital?  What might this foreshadow?

21. How do Mom and Dad feel about presents?

22. Who does Mom blame for her homelessness on page 264?

23. How does Dad finally come through for Jeannette?

24. Why does Jeannette like Eric?

25.  “Where are the values I raised you with?” (269).  What values is Jeannette’s mother talking about?
26. What changes after Maureen breaks?  Why do you think this is?

27. What brings on the following quote? “He started chuckling because he knew there was only one way I could ever answer that question” (279).

Page 280-288

28. Why do you think Jeannette feels better “on the move”?

Thanksgiving

29. Do you think John is a better match for Jeannette than Eric?  Explain your answer.

30.  “Life with your father was never boring” (288).  Comment on Mom’s toast to Dad.
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