Peer Review Guidelines – Controversial Issue Paper First Draft Peer Edit
Directions: You will use the items below to give feedback on your partner’s first draft. If the item has been done correctly, put a (. If it has not been done correctly, put an X and indicate your corrections directly on your partner’s paper. Remember, the purpose of this paper is to research and report a specific opinion and appropriate commentary regarding your chosen topic.
Write your own name where it says “Author’s Name.” Once you are paired up, you and your partner will switch papers, and then you will write your name where it says “Reviewer’s Name.” These reviews will be stapled to the first drafts and collected. Please do a thoughtful and thorough job.

Author’s Name: ____________________________ Reviewer’s Name: ________________________________

1. Mechanics:

________ Header with last name and page# in the upper right hand corner of each page, a half-inch down from the top of the page.

________ Correct MLA heading in the upper left-hand corner of the first page: your name, Ms. Novak, English 10CP, 21 May 2019 (double-spaced).

________ The paper has an original title. Example: The Challenge of Privacy in the Information Age
________ Every line of the paper is double-spaced.

________ Each new paragraph is indented.
________ Typed in 12-point font, Times New Roman.

________ There are no extra spaces between paragraphs.

________ Quotation marks are used for all direct quotes.

________ Paper is at least 3-4 pages in total, not including the Works Cited page.

________ The paper has used at least 3 different sources. 

2. Introduction:

_________ The introduction is at least 5 sentences long.

_________ Does the first sentence catch the reader’s attention?  Is the AG relevant to the chosen issue/topic?  Make sure that the AG does not merely state the obvious.
_________ Is an appropriate introduction strategy used? (Dramatic fact or statistic, Global Statement Opening, etc.)
_________ The thesis is grammatically correct and is the last sentence of the introduction. The thesis fully explains all aspects of the paper.  (subject, opinion, two main reasons (arguable points) to support opinion)
3. Body Paragraphs:

_________ Each body paragraph is AT LEAST 8 sentences. TS, CD, CM, CM, CD, CM, CM, CS (Some chunks may be further blended/weaved together depending on quotations used.)
_________  The topic sentence of each paragraph introduces the topic of that paragraph –Definitions paragraph, Argument #1, Argument #2, Solutions.
_________ The topic sentence of each paragraph creates a clear and specific focus for that paragraph that also correlates back to the thesis.
_________ There are at least 2 CDs in each paragraph.

_________  Quotes are integrated using TLQs and quote-weaving. Some examples of possible transitions and lead-ins are:



1. For instance, one scientist notes this distinction perfectly: “……………..” (Bloom).

2. Moreover, one critic notes the rise of cyberbullying by arguing, “………….” (Jones).
3. Furthermore, regarding the harmful effect on the environment by bottle water, the journalist reveals that “…………………………………” (“Bottled Water”).
_________  All CDs are correctly cited with the author’s last in parentheses unless there is no author name for an article; then the parenthetical citation should look like example number 3 above. (Remember, CDs are ideas that are paraphrased as well as direct quotes).

_________  The commentary (CM sentences) explain the significance of the CDs and contain YOUR OPINION – they DO NOT REPEAT THE QUOTE IN DIFFERENT WORDS.
4. Concluding Paragraph:

_________ The conclusion is at least 5 sentences. (There is more to sum up in this type of paper than there would be in a non-research essay.)
_________ The conclusion addresses the importance of the topic, sums up the argument (but does not re-state wording verbatim), and leaves the reader with a final comment that is interesting and insightful (not repetitive).
5.   Works Cited Page:

_________ Separate Works Cited page. Title is Works Cited.
_________ Ensure that the header is in upper right-hand corner like all the other pages, half an inch from the top.
_________ All lines are double-spaced.

_________ Second line of any citation is indented (opposite of regular body paragraph).
_________ Authors are alphabetized. If there is no author, then the title of the article comes first.)
_________ Title is not bolded, underlined, or italicized.

_________ Entries are not numbered.
6. Finally:

________Check for run-on sentences and sentence fragments. (These are sentences that are not complete because they do not contain a subject and verb.)
________Check for correct punctuation usage, especially commas after introductory phrases or among lists.

_________Correct all spelling and grammar errors you can. 
________ Double-check that all CDs make sense, especially when they are quotations – you need a lead-in as well as transition words and phrases in order to put the quote in context.

_________  Read the entire paper; stop at places where you have problems understanding the content– write your questions and suggestions directly on the paper.
_________ Read the entire paper; stop at places where sentences are phrased incorrectly or awkwardly– write your questions and suggestions directly on the paper.

_________  Check the vocabulary! Circle all words that are not specific enough or too simple – suggest better words.
_________ Check for repetitive word usage.  Box any repetitive or unclear word choice or phrase and make a suggestion as to what to replace it with.
_________ Check for lame sentences! No value judgments or cheerleading (this was a great quote) or elementary school language (“In this paper, I learned…”).
_________ Check to make sure the paper does not directly refer to the quote they are using.  For example (“In this quote, the scientist suggests…”) or (“This quote shows…”).
_________ Check to make sure all in-text author references use the author’s last name – never use an author’s first name!

_________ Check for informal/colloquial language; no second person “you”, “I,” or “me”!
_________ Do not use contractions, such as “can’t,” “wouldn’t,”  or “shouldn’t,”  unless it’s in a quote. 

 Final Comments:
