General Tips

Make pronoun references parallel.  (Pluralize everything—for example, individuals and their—to avoid agreement issues.)

Stay in present tense.

Underline Catch-22 when you refer to the novel.  (note hyphen)

Avoid contractions, “you,” and “the fact that.”

Use an apostrophe to denote possession: Heller’s purpose.

Use the author’s first name (Joseph) in the intro; thereafter, just use “Heller.”

Distinguish between a colon, a semi-colon, and a comma:

Yossarian realizes that “the spirit gone, man is garbage.”  (Look: no comma necessary!)
Yossarian understands Snowden’s secret: “The spirit gone, man is garbage.”  (Use a colon when you introduce a quotation with a complete sentence.)

Snowden says, “’I’m cold.’”

Yossarian refuses to take the “odious” deal and become “garbage”; instead, he runs away to find Orr in Sweden.
Use a coma after an introductory phrase: 
As instinct dictates, humans will do anything necessary to ensure their survival, often neglecting moral values. 
NOT words



Words
idiocracy



idiocy
indulgement



indulgence
metamorphasizes


metamorphoses
outcasted



cast out/ostracized
unreliant



unreliable
inequipped



ill-equipped
nonchalantness



nonchalance
complaciancy



complaisance (n.), complacent (adj.)





compliance/compliancy (n.), compliant
Distinguish between these words:

conscience (n.) vs. conscious (adj.)

recur (as in a “recurring scene”) vs. reoccur (v.)
Spelling

Meursault

Yossarian

existence

occurrence

