AP TEST DAY CHECKLIST—WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2019
The AP test in English Literature and Composition will be held at 7:30 a.m., Wednesday, May 8, in the WHS gym. To prepare physically and mentally for the exam, get plenty of rest and eat nourishing food, especially a healthy breakfast the morning of the test.  We will meet at the mezzanine for check-in at 7:00. 

Things to bring with you that morning:

1.  
two #2 pencils

2.  
two pens, blue or black ink

3.  
picture I.D. and receipt for AP tests (otherwise, you have to run to the office to have your ID picture printed out)
4.  
a watch (no beeps or alarms)

5.  
tissues

6. 
sweater or jacket; think layers!

Things to study:

1.  
Elements of Poetry packet

2.  
your essays on novels and plays, including term paper from junior year

3.
your highlighted copies of novels

4.  
your ICE prep sheets
5.
copies of the poems we have studied
Things to remember to do on the test:

1.  
On multiple-choice section:

a.  
Make sure your answers correspond with the appropriate test item on your answer sheet (especially if you tend to skip around, which I do NOT recommend).

b.  
Use process of elimination to narrow down your choices.

c.  
DO NOT read too much into the passage!  The questions will not support your own, unique interpretation.  DO NOT assume things!  DO NOT draw your own conclusions!  Work from the evidence you see in the passage.

d.  
Obscure poetic terms (like dactyl hexameter) are often intended to
distract you.  Keep searching for the correct answer.

2.  
On the essay section:


a.  
Write legibly!  Make it easy on the reader.

         b.  
Write 2-3 pages for each essay. It's hard to give a low score to a paper that's long. Budget your time so that you have time to write on all three prompts.

c.  
Be sure to answer the question they ask.  Remind the reader and yourself by reinforcing your thesis and using key words from the prompt to reverberate throughout the essay. Remember to give a strong first impression: that means underline titles of novels and plays, put quotes around titles of poems, and do not misspell words (especially any that are on the test sheet already). 

d.  
Use poetic terms in your analysis—not only for the poetry essay but for the prose also.  If the writer uses personification or similes or metaphors or onomatopoeia or irony or allusions or apostrophe—show the reader you see it and then explain what it contributes to the tone or theme.  If the poem is 14 lines, call it a sonnet.


e.  
If the question asks you to identify a writer's techniques, choose some
that apply to the passage or novel you are writing about.  For example, in
Catch-22 Heller uses distorted 
time, circular conversations, symbolic characters, burlesque, satire, etc.  A writer can use diction, imagery, syntax, shifts in point of view, delayed revelation, setting, stereotypes, contrast, etc.--just be sure you identify at least 2-3 techniques for such a question.

f.  
On your open-ended essay, use details, names, and memorable quotes to avoid being general or abstract.  DO NOT summarize, describe, or tell the plot.  ANALYZE! 


g.  
Draw conclusions.  Make inferences.  Interpret.


h.  
Use a few sophisticated vocabulary words, but be natural.  Be impressive.


Show off!  Let the readers stand in awe of all you have learned.  (    

