Twelve Angry Men

Directions: Answer the following discussion questions while you are reading the play. 
Act 1

1.  What are the instructions the judge gives the jurors?  ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is the staging for the play and what mood does the staging generate? __________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

3.  Who is the protagonist in this play and what is he doing when we first see him? ______

_________________________________________________________________________

4.  Who does it appear will be the antagonist?_______________  How is this antagonist differentiated from the other jurors? ___________________________________________

5.  To quickly identify and differentiate among his characters, Rose uses a number of stereotypes.  Name at least 5 of them. __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

6.  What is the cause of Three’s anger toward all young men? _______________________

_________________________________________________________________________

7.  What dramatic climax occurs toward the end of act one? ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

8.  What proposal does Juror Eight make at the end of the act? ______________________

_________________________________________________________________________

9.  What is the motive for making this proposal? _________________________________

Act II

10.  What causes the conflict between jurors Three and Five at the opening of this scene? 

_________________________________________________________________________

11.  Why had Nine changed his vote? __________________________________________

12.  How does Three contradict himself? _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

13.  Why is it so important for Three that the boy be convicted? _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

14.  On what dramatic note does this act end?  What makes the dramatic climax so significant? _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Act III

15.  What does Three do to Eight in Act III that causes the others to cry, “Look out!” ________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

16.  Why is Five convinced that the boy did not stab his father?  What makes Five an authority? _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

17.  After Fives’ comments about the knife, another vote is taken.  How does the count stand after this vote? _________________

18.  In the scene where Ten starts going on about “those people,” why do the other jurors get up from the table? ______________________________________________________

19.  To Four, what is the most convincing evidence that the boy is guilty? _____________

_________________________________________________________________________

20.  What is brought up to refute the woman’s claim that she saw the boy kill his father?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

21.  What piece of stage business forces the jurors to think about the woman and her glasses? _________________________________________________________________

22.  Why does Four change his vote to not guilty? ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

23.  What is the dramatic climax of this act?  ____________________________________

24.  Did Three finally believe the boy was not guilty, or did he vote just to get it over with?  Support your answer. _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Answer ONE of the following questions (your choice which one).

Option #1:  If you were going to perform in this play, which character would you most like to play?  ________________

In three GOOD sentences, explain why you made that choice. ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Option #2:  Which character can you relate to best?  (Which character are you most like?) 
_______________
 In three GOOD sentences, explain why you made that choice. __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

